INTRODUCTION
Cigarette beetle, Lasioderma serricorne (Fabricius) (Coleoptera: Anobiidae) is a serious pest of high valued stored products such as spices, condiments, tobacco etc. This insect pest occurs throughout the tropical and subtropical regions of the world and is known to infest and consume all stages of the product, resulting in spoilage of at least one per cent (US$ 300 million) of stored tobacco stocks annum -1 USDA 13 . Cigarette beetle breeds on a wide variety of commodities, including both plant and animal materials Lecato 9 and Ashworth 3 and is one of the several beetle pests that commonly infest warehouses and retail stores Arbogast et al 2 . Ginger, Zingiber officinale (F: Zingiberaceae) is inherent ingredient of Indian culinary which possesses insecticidal properties also acts as an important host for L. serricorne. Life table is a representation of the survivorship of a defined population. It is also called as mortality table. Natural mortality is an important determinant of the population dynamics of a species and an understanding of mortality forces should aid development of better management strategies for insect pests. The lowest r m value which is a part of life table studies value indicates that the particular cultivar is relatively insusceptible compared with the other cultivars tested and this information could be used in IPM of L. serricorne.
1954 [10] .Different varieties of dry ginger (Kerala, Mahima, Malini, Local siddipet and Rajitha) were powdered and used for studying life tables. The study was initiated with a cohort of 75 eggs which were laid in a single day. The total of 75 eggs was placed on each variety of dry ginger in petri plates. The newly hatched grubs were allowed to develop till pupation and adult emergence. Mortality from hatching of eggs to emergence of adults were recorded daily. Fecundity of the female was noted daily from adult emergence to death. Considering the ratio of females to males and the fecundity, the number of female births were calculated. Survived and dead count for both immature and adult stages were taken on every fifth day. Based on survived and dead count recorded, the death and survival rates (x and lx) were calculated. The adult beetles that emerged from each variety of dry ginger were paired and observed regularly to record the daily egg laying and survival. Based on which per cent distribution was obtained.The techniques for computing various life parameters and observations, for constructing the life tables were followed as specified by (Table  8) . Based on the r m values and doubling time (DT), the host suitability of the L. serricorne was assessed and recorded as Local siddipet (most suitable) followed by Rajitha, Kerala, Mahima and Malini (least suitable). Accurate measure of intrinsic rate of natural increase (r m ) was higher in all the varieties of ginger when compared to approximate estimate of intrinsic rate of natural increase (r c ) indicating the tendency of population to have overlapping generations Southwood, 1966 [12] . The annual rate of increase was highest in Local siddipet followed by Rajitha, Kerala, Mahima and Malini respectively ( Taking two trial values on either side of r c differing in the second decimal place, the two trial e 7-rx lxmx were plotted on horizontal axis against their respective rvalues on the vertical axis with a line drawn from the value of e 7-rx lxmx =1096.6. The point of intersection gave the precise value of r m which was expressed as female progeny / female / day. Life table studies gives the complete information about an insect viz., survival rate, mortality rate, life expectancy, net reproductive rate, fecundity, mean generation time, doubling time and intrinsic rate of natural increase. The intrinsic rate of increase is the true measure of the reproductive potential of an organism. By using all the above life parameters, host suitability can be assessed. The insect with high survival rate, life expectancy, net reproductive rate, fecundity intrinsic rate of natural increase and with low mortality rate, mean generation time and doubling time when reared on a particular variety can assessed as tolerant variety. Similarly, The insect with low survival rate, life expectancy, net reproductive rate, fecundity, intrinsic rate of natural increase and with high mortality rate, mean generation time and doubling time when reared on a particular variety can assessed as a susceptible variety. From the above findings, among ginger varieties, it can be assessed that Malini was most tolerant variety. 
